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Amendments to the Claims 

The listing of claims below will replace ail prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. The changes to currently amended claims are shown using 
strikethrough to identify deleted material and underlining to identify added material. 

Listing of Claims: 

1-25. (canceled) 

26. (currently amended) A sample analyzer for analyzing a sample, comprising: 
a -pip ette for suction i ng the s a mp le ; 

a sample preparation unit comprising a pipette, and configured for preparing a 
m e asur e d diluted sample for measurement by diluting the sample supplied by the 
pipette; 

a p i p e tt e washing unit for washing the p i pet t e - 

a solution container holder for holding a solution container comprising an acidic 
solution used for the diluting of the sample by the sample preparation unit and for-the 
washing-©* the pipette by tho p ip e tt e washing unit; 

a detection unit for obtaining a detection signal from the m e asur e d diluted 
sample prepared by the sample preparation unit; and 

a controller in communication with the detection unit and configured f or 
eate«4at«=>§ obtaining an analysis result from the detection signal obtained by the 
detection unit; 

wherein the sample preparation unit prepares the diluted sample by 
diluting the sample supplied by the pipette with the acidic solution suctioned from 
the solution container, and washes the pipette bv suctioning the acidic solution 
into the pipette from the solution container , 

27. (currently amended) The sample analyzer of claim 26, further comprising a 
washing solution supplier for supplying a washing solution having a pH that is higher 
than a pH of the acidic solution; 
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wherein the controlle r contro l s the pipotto wash i ng unit and th e-washmg 
s o l ut i on s upp l ier suoh that foe -pipe tt e i s w a sh e d w i th th e washing so l ut i on wh e n 
tho ana l ysis result is l oss than o predeterm i ned valuo, and th o pipette is wash e d 
with th e ac i dic so l ut i on compares the analysis result to a predete rmined value: 
and 

wherein the sample preparation unit washes the pipette bv supplying the 
washing solution into the pipette from the washing solution supplier reg ardless of 
a result of the comparison of the analysis result and the predetermined value, 
and washes the pipette bv suctioning the acidic solution into the pipette from the 
solution container w hen the analysis result is equal to or greater than the 
predetermined value. 

28. (currently amended) The sample analyzer of claim 27, wherein the-Ge ntro l ler 
contro l s th e pip e tt e wash i ng unit and the wash i ng s olution su ppli e r suoh that th e pip e tt e 
is wash e d with thd aoidio solut i on aft e r having boon washed w i t h the washing so l ution 
sample preparation unit washes the pipette bv supplying the washing solution into the 
pipette from the washing solution supplier and then, w hen the analysis result is equal to 
or greater than the predetermined value , further washes the pipette bv suctioning the 
acidic solution into the pipette from the solution container . 

29. (withdrawn - currently amended) The sample analyzer of claim 26, wherein the 
controller controls tho pipotto washing un i t such that th e-pi pette washing unit sample 
preparation unit w ashes the pipette by suctioning and d i scharg ing the acidic solution 
into and from the pipett e from the solution container and_discharging the suctioned 
acidic solution from the pipette , 

30. (withdrawn - currently amended) The sample analyzer of claim 26, wherein the 
contro l l e r contro l s th e pip e tt e w a sh i ng unit suoh that th e pip e tt e washing unit sample 
preparation unit w ashes the pipette by holding the suctioned acidic solution within the 
pipette for a predetermined time. 
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31 . (withdrawn - currently amended) The sample analyzer of claim 26, further 
comprising a washing solution supplier for supplying a washing solution having a pH 
that is higher than a pH of the acidic solution; 

wherein the contro ll er contro l s t h o pipotto waoh i ng unit an d sample 
preparation unit washes the pipette bv supplying t he washing solution-s-upeWef 
such that an ins i de of tho pipotto i o washed using tho acid i c oo l ut i on, a n d toan 
outside of the pipette is waohed using th e- waohing co l ut i on . 

32. (withdrawn - previously presented) The sample analyzer of claim 26, wherein the 
controller calculates number of bacteria contained in the sample. 

33. (previously presented) The sample analyzer of claim 26, wherein the acidic 
solution has a pH of less than 5.0. 

34. (previously presented) The sample analyzer of claim 26, wherein the acidic 
solution has a pH of between 2 and 3. 

35. (currently amended) A bacteria analyzer for analyzing a bacterium in a sample, 

comprising: 

a pipett e for - ouotioning tho samp ler 

a sample preparation unit comprising a pipette and configured f or preparing-a 
measured an assay sample for measurement f rom the sample supplied by the pipette; 
a p i potto wash i ng un i t for w a sh i ng th e pip e tt e; 

a solution container holder for holding a solution container comprising an acidic 
solution used for4be washing-ef the pipett o - by th e p i p e tt e waohing unit ; 

a detection unit for obtaining a detection signal relating to a bacterium f rom the 
measured assay sample prepared by the sample preparation unit; and 
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a controller in communication with the detection unit and configured for 
calculating obtaining a n analysis result relating to a bacterium in the sample from the 
detection signal obtained by the detection unit; 

wherein the sample preparation unit washes the pipette by suctioning the 

acidic solution into the pipette from the solution container. 

36. (withdrawn - currently amended) The bacteria analyzer of claim 35, wherein4be 
GattfrsHor controls the sample preparation unit-sush4 hot the samp l o - preparation un i t 
prepares th e m e a s u re d assay sample by diluting the sample with a dilution fluid to form 
a diluted sample, and staining the diluted sample with a stain. 

37. (withdrawn - previously presented) The bacteria analyzer of claim 36, wherein 
the acidic solution is used as the dilution fluid. 

38. (withdrawn - previously presented) The bacteria analyzer of claim 36, wherein 
the dilution fluid is used for destroying a membrane of the bacterium for effective 
staining of the bacterium. 

39. (previously presented) The bacteria analyzer of claim 35, wherein the sample 
comprises urine. 

40. (currently amended) A urine analyzer for analyzing a urine sample, comprising: 
a pip e tte for suct i oning4he urine samp l e; 

a sample preparation unit comprising a pipette and configured for preparing a 
measured diluted urine sample for measurement bv diluting the urine sample supplied 
by the pipette; 

a p i p e tt e washing unit for washing th e pip e tt e ; 

a solution container holder for holding a solution container comprising an acidic 
solution used for the diluting of the urine sample by the sample preparation unit and for 
the washing-ef the pipett e by tho p i potte wa st=Hng-ufHt; 
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a detection unit for obtaining a detection signal from th o measured diluted urine 
sample prepared by the sample preparation unit; and 

a controller in communication with the detection unit and configured f or 
calculating obtaining a n analysis result from the detection signal obtained by the 
detection unit; 

wherein the sample preparation unit prepares the dilu ted urine sample bv 
diluting the urine sample supplied by the pipette with the acidic solu tion suctioned 
from the solution container, and washes the pipette bv sucti oning the acidic 
solution into the pipette from the solution container . 

41 . (currently amended) The bacteria analyzer of claim 35, further comprising a 
washing solution supplier for supplying a washing solution having a pH that is higher 
than a pH of the acidic solution; 

wherein the controlle r controls th e pipotto waoh in g un i t and th e wash i ng 
solution supp l ier such that th e p i p e tt e i s w ash e d- w i th th e washing solution wh e n 
* he « analysis r es u l t is less than a pr e d e termined numb e r of bacter i a, and t h o 
p i p otto i s wachod w i th the acid i c solut i on compares the analysis result to a 
predetermined value; and 

wherein the sample preparation unit washes the pipette bv supplying the 
washing solution into the pipette from the washing solution supplier regardless of 
a result of the comparison of the analysis result and the predetermined value, 
and washes the pipette bv suctioning the acidic solution into the pipette from the 
solution container w hen the analysis result is equal to or greater than the 
predetermined number of bacteria. 

42. (canceled) 

43. (previously presented) The sample analyzer of claim 26, further comprising a 
sheath fluid supplier for supplying a sheath fluid to the detection unit to form a sheath 
flow. 
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44-45, (canceled) 

46. (currently amended) A sample analyzer for analyzing a sample, comprising: 
a pip e tt e for suction ing t h e s amp le ; 

a sample preparation unit comprising a pipette and configured f or preparing a 
m e asur e d diluted sample for measurement by diluting the sample supplied by the 
pipette; 

o pipotto washing un i t for washing th e pip e tt e ; 
a solution container holder; 

a solution container comprising an acidic solution used for the diluting of the 
sample by the sample preparation unit and for4be washing-e* the pipette by th e pip e tt e 

a detection unit for obtaining a detection signal from the m e asur e d diluted 
sample prepared by the sample preparation unit; and 

a controller in communication with the detection unit and configured f or 
c a lcul a ting obtaining an analysis result from the detection signal obtained by the 
detection unit; 

wherein the sample preparation unit prepares the diluted sample by 
diluting the sample supplied by the pipette with the acidic solution suctioned from 
the solution container, and washes the pipette bv suctioning the acidic solution 
into the pipette from the solution container . 
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